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ABSTRACT 
The previously arcane electronic publishing has now changed into a popular everyday 
phenomenon fulfilling the exciting promises of many years. In recent years, a respectable portion 
of the traditional top journals in various disciplines have started offering new channels of access 
via electronic media that do not differ essentially from their paper formats. Increasingly more full 
text editions are appearing on the Internet. These electronic versions have both  merits and 
demerits. Some of the advantages include improved retrieval and hyperlinking capabilities and 
speed of production and distribution. Disadvantages posed by e-journals include technological 
barriers, economic barriers etc.  This paper critically examines some of the important e-journals in 
disciplines like Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
Provision of information in electronic formats is becoming much more important than the 
traditional information services in today’s context. People want to get pinpointed information in the 
speediest way possible. To meet the rapidly changing needs of users, libraries have started providing 
electronic access to a wide variety of resources including full-text articles and journals. In recent 
years, a respectable portion of the traditional top journals in various disciplines have started offering 
new channels of access via electronic media that do not differ essentially from their paper formats. 
Increasingly more full text editions are appearing on the Internet. This article intends to provide an 
overview of the electronic journals as a means of scholarly communication, with emphasis to journals 
available via Internet, in disciplines like Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities. 
2. DEFINITION 
Different people might have a different impression or understanding of the term e-journals. E-
journals are often referred to interchangeably as ‘electronic publishing’, ‘electronic serials’, ‘online 
journals’ and ‘electronic periodicals’. A very loose definition of the term - any journal existing in 
electronic format - would embrace all periodicals available electronically as well as in paper copy, 
including the text of periodicals accessible through online networks and those periodicals available in 
CD-ROM form.[10] Here the whole of the normal publishing cycle can be accomplished 
electronically. A ‘true’ e-journal is one that has been designed ab initio for the electronic medium and 
that exists solely, or at least primarily, in this medium.[10] 
3. TYPES OF E-JOURNALS  
We can identify three types of e-journals here: online, CD-ROM and networked journals. 
Online journals are available through online hosts such as DIALOG. Due to high costs they are not 
likely to be part of library collections. CD-ROM journals are usually full-text of individual or 
collected journals in a variety of subjects. They are mostly electronic versions of existing printed 
journals. Networked journals are based on mailing software or client/server computing applications 
including WWW and Gopher. Duranceau et al (1996) outlines the characteristics of the first generation 
networked journals as ASCII text files with simple file structure and small file size.[6] Second 
generation e-journals are either HTML based or they use the WWW to disseminate specially formatted 
files. [3] This paper will give emphasis to the e-journals, which are accessible via Internet. 
4. STEPS IN ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING 
The following are the few important steps in electronic publishing: 
1. Preparing and submitting manuscripts 
2. Peer reviewing to ensure scientific quality: It is to be noted that there is a clear difference between 
unrefereed conference proceedings and peer-reviewed journals. 
3. Copyediting, typesetting, page make-up: Many authors do not adequately appreciate the importance 
of these steps in improving the accuracy and usefulness of the journal. They say that clarity of writing 
and readability are the characteristics of a good journal. 
4. Database preparation: The database is a crucial element of the electronic information dissemination 
system. Preparation includes the maintenance of effective search and retrieval tools. 
5. Production and dissemination in multiple formats: The final step in the delivery system is the 
provision of the information in a format suitable to the delivery medium and the user’s needs.  
6. Archiving: Permanent storage of published papers for future use is a continuing task. This will 
become a growing task for publishers and librarians.[11] 
5. ADVANTAGES 
A scholarly journal in electronic form can potentially offer several advantages over the printed 
journals, including: 
1. More rapid publishing of research results through electronic submission of articles, and network 
communication among authors, editors and referees and by the fact that contributions can be added to a 
database as accepted rather than held to form the next “issue”. 
2. More efficient dissemination of information through the matching of articles newly accepted into the 
database with the interest profiles of potential readers. 
3. Innovative ways of presenting research results and other form of data and information with the help 
of motion, sound, hypertext and hypermedia linkages. 
4. Public peer review facilitated through the ability to link reader comments and evaluation to 
published articles. 
5. An electronic text can be updated or corrected with great immediacy, whereas a book must either go 
through a second edition, or if the error is caught in time, have an erratum slip inserted.[10] 
6. BARRIERS 
6.1. TECHNOLOGICAL BARRIERS 
The technology is still, to a significant degree, user-unfriendly to many people. All the 
academic community may not have access to needed equipment and network. An electronic version not 
only requires computer hardware, but also software, and this software will have to know the format of 
the journal to display it. Online journals are less permanent (The response “This URL doesn’t exist” is 
quite often). Sometimes the network connection can be slow and the screen quality of graphics and 
photos will not be that good. 
6.2. ECONOMIC BARRIERS 
The equipment required for accessing e-journals is expensive, frequently needs replacing as 
technology progresses and incurs heavy maintenance costs. The pricing schemes of some suppliers of 
e-journals are very complicated and limiting, and this might hinder libraries from utilizing e-journals. 
Sometimes full-text e-journals cover only a small percentage of what is available in paper. Not all 
libraries can afford to have full connection to the Internet and have all the facilities to access, 
download and preserve the e-journals.[3] 
7. SOME EXAMPLES OF E-JOURNALS IN ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
There are numerous e-journals available in the Net in the above disciplines. For the purpose of 
this article, ten e-journals have been identified. They are:  
i) ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCE QUARTERLY 
ii) JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
iii) PSYCOLOQUY 
iv) ELECTRONIC JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE LAW 
v) THE ONLINE JOURNAL OF ETHICS 
vi) THE JOURNAL FOR MULTIMEDIA HISTORY 
vii) THE WEB JOURNAL OF MODERN LANGUAGE LINGUISTICS 
viii) MODERNITY 
ix) ANTHROPOETICS: THE JOURNAL OF GENERATIVE ANTHROPOLOGY 
x) STUDIES IN NONLINEAR DYNAMICS AND ECONOMETRICS 
An attempt is made here to discuss briefly each journal’s editorial practices, contents, mode of 
appearance and method of subscription. 
i) ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCE QUARTERLY (http://www.gsm.cornell.edu/ASQ/asq.html) 
ASQ publishes the best organizational theory papers from a number of disciplines, including 
organizational behavior and theory, sociology, psychology and social psychology, strategic 
management, economics, public administration, and industrial relations. ASQ publishes qualitative 
papers as well as quantitative work and purely theoretical papers. For three consecutive years, papers 
published in ASQ have won the best paper award from the Academy of Management's Organizational 
Behavior Division. The award is given each year for the most significant contribution to the field of 
organizational behavior. ASQ also publishes thoughtful reviews of books important to the field.  
An extensive list of editors, associate editors and board members are given in the journal 
following the same pattern of the print journal. From the first page itself we can get information 
regarding the table of contents, back issue contents, notice to contributors, subscription, advertising 
etc. Links are provided for all the above items. We can search the abstracts starting from December 
1996 issue. But full article usage is purely based on subscription. 
Subscription Rates: 
                        1 year      2 years      3 years  
Individual                  $65.00    $120.00   $161.00            
Institution/Library     $130.00      $240.00     $322.00 
Back issue sale: Issues from 1982-1992 are available now at a special sale price of $6.00 per each 
issue or $20.00 per volume (one full-year). Back issues from 1993-1996 are available for $15.00 
each.  
This page is maintained by Johnson Graduate School of Management, Cornell University. This 
is a very good primary reference source. From the home page a link is given to the “Education Index”, 
which is an annotated directory of the best education-related Web sites. This site has been selected as 
one of the best education-related resources on the Internet by ASQ editors. Links to other business 
journals are also given. This is an added feature of ASQ’s electronic version. For further information 
regarding ASQ, we can e-mail to asq_journal@cornell.edu.[8] 
ii) JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS ( http://rmm-java.stern.nyu.edu/jmis/ ) 
The journal is a widely recognized forum for the presentation of research that advances the 
practice and understanding of organizational information systems. It serves those investigating new 
modes of information delivery and the changing landscape of information policy making, as well as 
practitioners and executives managing the information resource. A vital aim of the quarterly is to 
bridge the gap between theory and practice of management information systems. 
Some special features: 
Refereed articles 
All papers are refereed, which is one of the primary characteristics of a scholarly journal.  
Search facilities 
Two types of search are possible: Local Search (Search the documents at this site) and Internet Search 
(Search the Internet with excite). Here also we can search by keywords, which will lead us to the 
relevant abstracts. 
Keyword Index 
Only articles published after Summer 1995 are included in the keyword index. Abstracts are available 
only for articles that have been published since Summer 1995. 
Contributor Index 
The list of all contributors is given in this index alphabetically. Each name is linked to the article 
published by him/her in the journal. 
Annual Subscription rates: (outside US) 
Institutional Subscription Rate: $391.00  
Individual Subscription Rate: $96.00  
Tomás Isakowitz, Arnold Kamis, and Marios Koufaris designed and developed this site with 
Relationship Management Design Methodology (RMM) and Hypermedia Design principles. RMM 
facilitates the design of WWW sites. This journal gives valid and reliable information regarding 
almost all aspects of organizational information systems, but only if we subscribe we can refer the 
whole article.[15] 
iii) PSYCOLOQUY (http://www.cogsci.soton.ac.uk/psycoloquy/) 
Psycoloquy is a refereed international, interdisciplinary electronic journal sponsored by the 
American Psychological Association (APA). Psycoloquy publishes target articles and peer 
commentary in all areas of psychology as well as cognitive science, neuroscience, behavioral biology, 
artificial intelligence, robotics/vision, linguistics and philosophy. There are many ftp and www mirror 
archives for Psycoloquy , but not all are up-to-date. A completely current ftp archive is always 
available from:  
i) Psycoloquy Home FTP Archive at Princeton University (via ftp) .  
ii) HYPER-Psycoloquy by topic, with hypertext links and still further futuristic features. (under 
development by Les Carr, Southampton University Multimedia Lab) 
Alternatively, one can receive Psycoloquy automatically by email subscription or even as a Usenet 
Netnews group instead of by direct browsing of the archives. We can search for the information by 
subject, volume, author and keywords. We can even view a list of all the issues discussed, ordered 
alphabetically by topic name. Each topic is followed by a number of links to the constituent articles.  
Access to the journal is totally free. In the home page more information is given on electronic 
publishing. Instructions for authors and commentators are given in detail. This journal is currently 
estimated to reach a combined Listserv and Usenet subscribership and readership of 40,000 (‘ftp’ and 
WWW hits are not yet quantified).[4] 
iv) ELECTRONIC JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE LAW ( http://law.kub.nl/ejcl/ ) 
This journal was developed in 1997 with a grant from IWI, the Dutch platform for innovation 
of the supply of scientific information. The Electronic Journal of Comparative Law publishes articles 
relating to comparative private law and the methodology of comparative law. Other than this articles 
relating to areas like private law, public law, European law, international law etc. are also published. 
All contributions are subject to peer review, and the final decision to publish an article is made by the 
editorial board. The copyright of article remains with the authors. Subscriptions to EJCL are totally 
free. Readers who wish to be notified of newly published issues can send e-mail to 
listserv@nic.surfnet.nl.  
The EJCL pages have been designed to make navigation as easy as possible. From the EJCL 
homepage it is possible to jump to general information about the journal, to jump to information about 
subscription to the journal's electronic mail alerting service and to find guidelines for authors wishing 
to submit articles. The articles published can be found by clicking on the link for the current issue or 
by clicking on the archives link for current and back issues. EJCL uses the Harvest search engine. 
Readers can search pages for a term, for Boolean combinations of words and for phrases.[12] 
V) THE ON-LINE JOURNAL OF ETHICS ( http://condor.depaul.edu/ethics/ethg1.html ) 
This is an online journal of scholarly research in the field of business & professional ethics. 
This journal is published by the Center for Business Ethics at the Cameron School of Business. 
Articles are submitted to refereed reviews. This journal is hosted by the Institute for Business and 
Professional Ethics and it started its publication in 1997. Information regarding submission guidelines, 
publication agreements etc. are given in length. Access to the journal is completely free.[5] 
vi) THE JOURNAL FOR MULTIMEDIA HISTORY ( http://www.albany.edu/jmmh/vol1no1/v1n1.html ) 
The Journal for Multimedia History (JMH) publishes historical scholarship on all periods and 
all nations and uses hypertext and multimedia technologies. The JMH is the first peer-reviewed 
electronic journal that presents, evaluates, and disseminates information in the subject ‘history’. 
Except for downloading and installing free media streaming software plug-ins, for which clear and 
simple directions are being provided, readers do not need any technical expertise to enjoy this journal. 
The journal maintains an electronic bulletin board service. The first issue was published in 1998. This 
offers completely free service. But different types of search such as keyword search are not possible 
here.[2] 
vii) THE WEB JOURNAL OF MODERN LANGUAGE LINGUISTICS ( http://www.ncl.ac.uk/~njw5/ ) 
This journal is published by the School of Modern Languages, University of Newcastle. This 
site was hosted on 7th September 1995. Current issues of the journal will be accessible free of charge 
to readers on the Internet. Papers on almost all areas of linguistic science are published. The Editors 
welcome submissions in English, French, German or Spanish. All papers are refereed prior to 
publication. The Web Journal of Modern Language Linguistics is published in hard copy form at the 
end of each calendar year. Instructions for authors are given in detail. The link ‘What’s On?’ provides 
information regarding the forthcoming conferences in the area of linguistics. In all the four issues 
available maximum number of articles is four. About 60 sites are linked to this journal.[14] 
viii) MODERNITY :  Critiques of Visual Culture( http://www.ux1.eiu.edu/~cfsje1/modernity.html  ) 
Modernity seeks submissions from scholars of visual culture drawn from all disciplines. 
Essays which develop the interconnections between issues of class, race, gender or other discourses 
which inflect modern subjectivity are particularly given importance. Articles (film/television 
criticism) which make full use of the multimedia resources of the web are also published. It is 
published semiannually (Fall & Spring). Contents appear in two sub headings: Text and Image. In Text 
we can see the articles, whereas Image includes some pictures/paintings and description about that. If 
we want to learn more about the images we can click on “Link to learn more”. Till now tow volumes 
have appeared, first in 1999 and the second in January 2000. But nowhere it has been mentioned 
whether the articles are refereed or not. Access to the contents is totally free.[17] 
ix) ANTHROPOETICS: THE JOURNAL OF GENERATIVE ANTHROPOLOGY       
    (http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/anthropoetics/home.html) 
This journal publishes works which are directly relevant to generative anthropology; 
fundamental anthropology, and other works in the humanities or human sciences that involves 
fundamental reflection on the human. Anthropoetics acts as a framework for literary and cultural 
analysis. The editors of Anthropoetics hope to stimulate the continuing interest in GA and to encourage 
productive dialogue between the humanities and the human sciences. 
This journal started publication in 1995. Statistics regarding the use of this journal is given in a 
tabular form. Many useful links are given from this site. Access is totally free. Editorial policies are 
given in detail. A link is given to Chronicles of Love and Resentment, which also publishes topics 
related to GA. Search options are not available. We’ll have to read through the whole articles for a 
particular information.[9] 
x) STUDIES IN NONLINEAR DYNAMICS AND ECONOMETRICS (SNDE)                                                    
(http://mitpress.mit.edu/journal-home.tcl?issn=10811826) 
This journal was founded in1996, and it is a quarterly published electronically on the Internet 
by The MIT Press and the Society for Nonlinear Dynamics and Econometrics. The journal is a 
peer-reviewed, fully copyrighted, fee-based periodical.  SNDE is formed in recognition that advances 
in statistics and dynamical systems theory may increase our understanding of economic and financial 
markets.  
Ordering and Renewal 
Subscriptions will begin with the 1st issue of the current volume year.  
          Individual ($40.00)  
          Institutional ($135.00)  
          Individual articles ($18.00 for international orders.)  
Nonsubscribers may purchase paper copies of individual SNDE articles from the MIT Libraries 
(Document Services) and electronic copies of articles from The MIT Press.[13] 
8. ISSUES 
The extraordinary collection of electronic publications presents librarians with an array of 
issues. Some of these issues concern about the impact of electronic distribution of information on the 
development and presentation of scholarship, about the manner in which readers can gain access to 
that scholarship, and about the role of libraries in ensuring such access. There are other issues also, 
which are entirely practical and library-oriented – if libraries are to make themselves intermediaries 
in providing access to these e-journals, then what are the best methods for receiving them, distributing 
them to readers and archiving them on behalf of future generations? Thus we can say that starting with 
identification, selection, processing, organising and evaluation are some of the issues that needs to be 
considered. It will be good to examine some of these issues here. 
i) MODE OF APPEARANCE 
The electronic medium has had a wide-ranging impact upon the presentation of each journal’s 
‘message’. Or we can say it has an impact on the appearance of each journal. Some of the fundamental 
characteristics of scholarly journals are appearance at periodical intervals, numbering and dating of 
issues and editorial control of contributed materials. Refereed articles are very important as far as a 
scholarly journal in considered and it is an admirable fact that most of the e-journals do publish such 
articles. Most of them are making real efforts to conform to this fact. Most of the journals adhere 
rigorously to the forms long established for paper periodicals: a carefully defined title page, list of 
editors, table of contents and topically organised displays of reviews and articles. One more attraction 
is the mailings that not part of the ‘journal proper’, e.g: a brief discussion of copyright problem by one 
of the editors, an announcement of an award, a notice that publication will be delayed by a holiday etc. 
It is rather impossible to receive mails like this in print media as it requires a lot of effort, time and 
money. In this sense electronic publications become a free-flowing mode of communication. 
ii) ACCESSIBILITY 
It is true that no journal would wish to limit its audience to those possessing a particular 
technological capacity. It is also not necessary that all the scholarly community will have access to the 
e-journals. Furthermore most scholars actually subscribe to and routinely examine just a handful of 
journals, making only occasional use of others when citations or a colleague’s suggestion lead them to 
an individual article. Few scholars would want to subscribe to every e-journal that might ever be of 
interest to him. So it is becoming clear that the individual subscription structure that has predominated 
on the networks will not allow e-journals to take a central place in the world’s scholarly 
communication. The need for a mediator is felt more in this context. The e-journals must make their 
way into libraries, an institutional setting in which they can be accessed easily by those who cannot or 
do not wish to subscribe personally. Libraries can act as an effective medium to make the e-journals 
accessible to the entire scholarly community. 
Any discussion of libraries providing access to e-journals should be approached using the 
broadest possible meanings of the terms involved. It can mean either provision of access to the 
collection or even simply providing the technological capacity for access, i.e; the equipment and the 
network connection. Once the library places an institutional subscription to an e-journal, it must then 
decide what to do with the issues when they arrive, and how to provide the patrons with access to 
them. There are some options with their own pros and cons. They are: first, to print the journal either 
directly from the online file or with the intermediate step of a download and manipulation by word 
processing software; second, to download the online file to an electronic medium, usually a diskette, 
manipulate the file with word-processing software, and provide access through personal computers; 
third, to maintain the file on a mainframe computer and provide access through a local area network. 
But whatever method is chosen for providing access, there exists a strong need for staff intervention in 
managing all these activities. 
iii) WHO WILL PAY? 
 One of the major challenges facing producers of electronic publication is how to attract the 
users so that they will use electronic media. They must collect enough revenue to support the 
infrastructure needed for a robust information delivery system. On the other hand, revenue collection 
should not inhibit the use of the electronic tools. At first it was widely speculated that producing a 
refereed journal in an electronic form would cost about half of what it costs to produce the same 
journal as a traditional paper product. Because the authors would be doing the typing and formatting, 
publishers assumed they would no longer have to hire their own keyboarders. The predicted savings 
on printing and mailing costs alone were enough to impel most of the publishers to investigate the 
possibility of producing an electronic journal. However there is strong demand that journals continue 
to be produced in the old paper form as well as in the new electronic form. Preparing the electronic 
material for both paper and electronic delivery is a significant additional cost that makes electronic 
production a break-even proposition at best. As publishers gain experience, and more effective 
production tools are developed, some savings should be realized, perhaps as much as 25 percent. As 
we move into the future, the research community must encourage small experiments that will help to 
define just what it is that the users need. There should be, for example, experiments on the value of 
open commentary for assessing the importance of a paper. There might also be experimental 
development systems that incorporate video and audio into research papers, and personal alerting 
systems to help researchers stay abreast of the literature. The possibilities are almost limitless. 
There are some other facts that seem to have received little attention. One among them is that 
the desires of authors and of readers may not fully coincide always. The designers of e-journals have a 
pre-assumption that most users like to jump around in the text or link with other text. Some writers 
treat the ability of e-journals to deal with/handle pieces of text rather than complete packages of text, 
as a major disadvantage. Sometimes the readers are likely to view these segments of text out of their 
complete context and this may lead to misinterpretation of the whole article. Electronic publishing 
cannot succeed unless it satisfies the motivations and goals of both authors and readers. 
E-journals mainly emphasize information access instead of ownership. Here comes the 
question of protection of intellectual effort or copyright in order to preserve the originality of the 
work. The electronic miracle has made copyright infringement quite easy. With the electronic 
distribution of documents the entire articles can be downloaded and imported into a reader’s word 
processor. The potential for misuse is vast here. But certain commercial publishers do assert their 
entitlement to copyright and Intellectual Property Rights through various licensing policies.[7] 
E-journals are one of the fastest growing offerings on the Internet. A local archive of scholarly 
e-journals would be of substantial value. But archiving is a major issue as far as e-journals are 
concerned. For instance, if a library subscribes to an e-journal do they get only current issues or do 
they also have rights to access backruns or is it at a separate price? If they stop subscribing, will they 
lose access to all the previous issues?  According to the ARL (Association of Research Libraries) 
survey, 28% of the surveyed libraries totally depend on the publishers for archiving. (Parang and 
Saunders, 1994).[16] There are always worries about electronic services going out of business, 
leaving the libraries without a paper back-up. Non-librarians seem to assume that ‘someone’ will 
archive e-journals and that ‘someone’ is the library.[3] 
9. CONCLUSION 
Electronic information sources are attracting reader’s attention in todays’ networked 
environment. Among these e-journals open up many exciting opportunities and potentials for libraries. 
Libraries may have to face the dual problems of increasing costs and the desire to utilize the new and 
ever-changing technologies. Cost of equipment, of training staff and users and time spent in updating 
the software etc. have to be taken into account while adopting the new technology. Ease of access also 
needs to be considered. The actual quality of the contents of e-journals has to be taken into account 
since electronic versions may not be the exact replacement of their paper form. Librarians should be 
aware of the advantages and disadvantages of e-journals and they should identify and balance the facts 
that would make e-journals a success or failure in their libraries. 
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